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1.  Why is it important to identify a 
suitable journal? 

Which is the right journal for your research findings? What should you base your 

decision on: intuition, past experience, the journal's scope, a citation index, an ad-hoc 

ranking system or something else? So, why publish in a high impact journal? 

1.1. Aspects to be considered 

Selecting a journal in which to publish your research can sometimes be complicated. We 
recommend choosing the journal early in the research process. 

Below are several aspects that need to be considered: 

To find journals whose subject area and scope match that of your own research 

The key is to find journals whose subject area and scope match that of your own research as much as 
possible. This information can usually be found in "About the journal", "Full aims and scope" or similar 
sections of a journal's website. 

To fins papers which have already been published in your specific subjecte area 

Once you have identified a few journals that might be interested in publishing your manuscript based on 
the general aim and scope, consider doing an exploratory search. Use your manuscript's keywords (or 
title) to determine if the topic has been covered previously. If papers have already been published in 
your specific subject area, that is a good sign that your research topic will be of interest to a particular 
journal's audience, which will increase your chances of review (Conte, 2019). 

The journal impact factor and other metrics for measuring quality 

The journal impact factor's validity as a metric for journal quality is controversial. In part this is due to the 
many factors that can influence a journal's rating and also to the fact that these factors may have no 
direct relation to the quality of the publications within the journal. However, a journal's impact factor, 
together with quartiles and other indicators, is the main default method for evaluating the quality of the 
research it publishes, and it is important you know how to find out what they are in a specific subject 
category or scientific discipline (see section 3). 

To consider the open access (OA) publication option 

You should consider the open access (OA) publication option. In this regard, it is important to identify 
trusted OA journals to publish in and avoid the questionable (or "predatory") journals. You should make 
sure that the journal you are considering has a rigorous peer-review process and that there are 
indicators (see section 2.2) to ensure you are dealing with a credible online open-access journal. For 
example, the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is a reliable source for OA journals. 

To know which type of licence you sign with the publishers 

As an author, it is also important to know what type of licence you sign with the publishers with regards 
to the copyright and because this affects any subsequent use of the article. 

 

https://www.doaj.org/
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The combination of these five principlesis a key to optimize the time spent on publishing 
an article in a scientific journal and willensure a smoothpath to publication. 

1.2. Basic questions to consider before 

publishing 

Check out the research section of the UOC Library's website for useful information 
about the scientific publishing process that you as a researcher should know about. 

 What should you take into account when writing your article? 

 Which aspects should be considered when submitting an article to a journal? 

 What is the ORCID ID and what is it for? 

 How should you sign? Author signature recommendations for scientific output at UOC 

 What is Open Access and what are its benefits? 

 

 
 

 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/research/what-should-you-take-account-when-writing-your-article
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/research/orcid-open-researcher-id
http://hdl.handle.net/10609/76965
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/open-access
https://youtu.be/obv8Zqa_jYk
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2. Choose trusted journals 

In order to identify trusted journals, Think - Check - Submit is a useful and highly 

recommended resource that provides you some tips to determine if a journal is 

trustworthy. In addition, this guide isavailable in different languages. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/translations/
https://vimeo.com/151882443
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2.1. Think 

The first step is to think about which journal is the right one for your work. 

 

Selecting a journal for scholarly activities can be a confusing process especially if you 
are new to the publishing process (Sandelands, 1996). The following are just some of 
the aspects to think about when selecting a journal to publish in: 

 More research is being published worldwide. 
 New journals are launched each week. 

 Stories of publishermalpractice and deception are also on the rise. 

 It can be challenging to find up-to-date guidance when choosing where to publish. 

 
And remember: The best time to select a journal is before you begin writing! 
 

Finding a good match between your manuscript and a peer-reviewed 

academic journal is the key to saving time and effort in getting 

published. The following online selection tools will help you find the 

right journal for your paper based on title, abstract, keywords and field. 

 
1. Journal Suggester - Springer: an academic research tool that 

helps users select the best-suited journal based on their 

manuscipt’s details.  

2. Journal Finder - Elsevier: similar tool for for selecting the the 

appropriate field of research to guarantee the best results. 

3. Journal Selector - Edanz: lets you search by keyword, field of 

study, journal name, publisher or abstract. You can also enter your 

unpublished abstract and it will find journals that have published 

relevant papers and might be a good option for yours. 

4. Open Access Journal Finder - Enago: a free journal finder that 

solves the common problem of predatory journals, authenticity and 

APCs by using a validated journal index provided by DOAJ. 

 

The Journal Selection Checklist (Duke University) gives you quick tips 

about what to consider when selecting a journal, such as aspects 

related to the research topic, quality and logistics. 

+ 

 

https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://en-author-services.edanzgroup.com/
https://www.enago.com/academy/journal-finder/
https://doaj.org/
https://guides.mclibrary.duke.edu/ld.php?content_id=48587432
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In addition, you can identify potential journals by using specific data bases with which 
you can search and retrieve those journals that published the most relevant articles 
related to your research. 

For instance, follow these steps in Scopus or the EBSCO host or ProQuest database: 

1. Search by research topic (in the broadest sense). 

2. On the results screen, normally on the left (scrolling down), you should see the option 
"Source Types", from which you can select "academic or peer-review journals". 

3. Click on "Publication Title" or "Source Title" and the database will show journals with 
the largest number of articles (in brackets) that meet the search criteria. 

4. Look at the following for each potentially relevant journal: 

o Examine the journal's website and look at important issues such as the scope, 
types of articles published, availability, acceptance rate, peer review, etc. 

o Look for databases that index the journal and then confirm that they really do (ie 
Ulrich's Periodicals Directory, a resource available if you access authenticated 
from the UOC Library). 

5. If you are not able to find any potentially relevant journals, consider broadening your 
search or try searching other databases to which the Library has subscribed. They 
are available in e-Resources section of the Library website. 

2.2. Check 

The second step is to check if your chosen journal is trustworthy. 

 
Try to answer these questions in order to assess the journal: 

 Do you or your colleagues know the journal? 

 Can you easily identify and contact the publisher? 

 Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses? 

 Are articles indexed in services that you use? 

 Does the journal site explain what fees are for and when they will be charged? 

 Do you recognize any of the members of the editorial board? 

 Does the publisher take ethical aspects into account? 

 
Use the complete Think-Check-Submit check list for more details. 
 

We show you with a real example (International Journal of Educational Technology in 
Higher Education) of good practice which helps to answer correctly some of the 
following questions. 

http://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/e-resources
http://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
https://educationaltechnologyjournal.springeropen.com/
https://educationaltechnologyjournal.springeropen.com/
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This presentation  is available at the O2 repository: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10609/115128 

 

More about... 

Be iNFORMEd: Checklist 

Created by the Duke University Center Library & Archives, this checklist assesses 
the quality of a journal or publisher. It provides i(nformation) about the N(umber), 
F(ee), O(wnership), R(eview), M(embership) and ED(itorial) – in other words, it 
means to keep you iNFORMED. You can also download the PDF version.  

 

2.2.1. Avoiding predatory publishers 

What is predatory open-access publishing? 

This refers to the questionable scholarly open-access publishers that take advantage of 
the university and rating agency accreditation and assessment system currently in 
place. Wikipedia describes them as: 

 

"[…]an exploitative open-access academic publishing business model 

that involves charging publication fees to authors without providing 

the editorial and publishing services associated with legitimate 

journals (open acces or not). The ides that they are ‘predatory’ is 

based on the view that academics are tricked into publishing with 

them, though some authors may be aware that the journal is [of] poor 

quality or even fraudulent. New scholars from developing countries 

are said to be especially at risk of being misled by predatory 

practices."  

 

http://hdl.handle.net/10609/115128
https://guides.mclibrary.duke.edu/ld.php?content_id=12576395
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predatory_open-access_publishing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_publishing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_country
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How to identify predatory journals 

In recent years, the number of predatory publishers has grown exponentially. They 
usually send unsolicited invitations to authors, offering to publish their research for a 
substantial fee. However, they do not offer any of the traditional services provided by 
reputable publishers, such as editorial processing, peer review, archiving and marketing. 

Here are some signs that you may be dealing with a questionable publisher (APA, 2016; 
Prater, 2019; Schmitz, 2019) so you and your fellow researchers can identify and avoid 
them: 

Invitation to submit a manuscript 

Pay attention to the email's tone and the information provided when you are invited to submit a 
manuscript to a journal: the first contact with the publisher is very important. Use caution if the message 
received is overly informal or signed by an editorial assistant and not the editor.  Some misleading 
communications purposefully exclude the journal's website and avoid any mention of the publisher. We 
recommend searching for the journal online, to review its website and also the editor's academic CV. 

Journal financial model 

If the journal states it is "open access" in the email or on its home page, the journal's financial model 
must also be clearly stated. Since many open-access journals are supported by contributions from 
authors, the cost of publishing should be clearly visible on the website. 

Submission fee 

Be wary if the journal asks for a submission fee instead of a publication fee or tries to keep the copyright 
to authors' work. This relates back to the previous point. Some dishonest journals require a submission 
fee – payable whether or not the manuscript is accepted for publication – instead of a publication fee, 
which is paid only when the article is accepted. 

Editorial board’s information 

If you notice that the editorial board is very small or "coming soon", remember that the strength of a 
journal is reflected in the members of its editorial board. Therefore, when you consider a journal in your 
area of research, you should recognize some of the names on its editorial board. If you are unsure 
about the editorial board's information or it is not clearly stated, be wary of the journal. 

Offering a large number of new journals 

If a single publisher releases a long list of new journals simultaneously, be careful. If the publisher you 
are considering is offering a large number of new journals, keep in mind that it is unlikely that it can 
actually find suitable editors to support each journal. 

Other suspicious signs 

Other suspicious signs to take into account: 

 The web site is not of professional quality. 

 There are fundamental errors in the titles and abstract. 

 The journal title denotes a national or international affiliation that does not match its editorial 
board or location. 

 The content of the journal varies from the title and stated scope. The journal announces that 
an issue will be available at a certain time, but it never appears. 
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Example of a possible predatory journal 

 Appears in the “Standalone Journals” from Bell’s List. 

 The publisher assures that the journal is indexed in Web of Science - Journal Citation 
Reports. We check this and itis not indexed in the JCR or anyother of the 
international rankings in this scientific discipline. 

 If you want to publish your article you have to pay article processing charges (APC). 
The home page clearly explains how to pay APCs through PayPal. 

 There is no information related to the peer-review process, ethical aspects or the 
location or contact information of the publisher (just a form). 

 The impact factor information is related to SJIF, an international ranking list that 
requires you to pay in order to be indexed. It is not recognized by the scientific 
community. 

 

Source: International Journal of Development Research 

Blacklists 

Beall’s List 

Beall's List was a regularly-report that established the criteria for categorizing 
predatory publications and listed publishers and independent journals that met 
those criteria. It was created by the University of Colorado Denver librarian and 
researcher, Jeffrey Beall, who coined the term "predatory publishing". Nowadays it 
is no longer used because it stopped being updated from January 2017. 

This is a list of potentially predatory journals extracted from the Beall's List archive 
at web.archive.org. You can also check out this list of publishers that appear to be 
engaging in predatory practices. 

Source: https://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/ 

Cabell’s 
Blacklist 

Since "Beall's List" closed, similar lists have been started by others. For instance, 
Cabell's International, a company that offers scholarly publishing analytics and other 
scholarly services, has also offered a blacklist for subscription on their website. 
Cabell’s provide accurate, up-to-date information about academic journals to more 
than 750 universities worldwide. 

https://beallslist.net/standalone-journals/
http://www.journalijdr.com/impact-factors
http://www.journalijdr.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Beall
https://predatoryjournals.com/journals/
https://predatoryjournals.com/publishers/
https://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/
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Hijacked 

journals 

This refers to when a counterfeit site is masquerading as an existing established 
journal in a certain field. The creators of the counterfeit website then solicit 
manuscript submissions for the hijacked version of the journal, pocketing the 
money. In some cases, the legitimate versions of the journals are only published in 
print form and may not even have websites. In the left-hand column of the table 
below you will see a list of hijacked journals and the corresponding authentic 
version of the journal in the right-hand column. 

Source: http://scholarlyoa.com/other-pages/hijacked-journals/ 

 

Tips: Evaluate journals to avoid predatory 
publishers 

Journal EvaluationTool: rubric for the evaluation of journals, developed 

for the William H. Hannon Library. You canalso use the 

relatedscoringsheet to review a journal you are consideing and to 

determine if itiscredible (Rele; Kennedy and Blas, 2017).  

 

+ 

2.3. Submit 

The third step is to submit your article, and finding out how the peer review process 

works is a key part of understanding the publication process in any quality, trusted 

journal. 

http://scholarlyoa.com/other-pages/hijacked-journals/
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=librarian_pubs
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Here you have some tips to have into account when you write research articles:

 

Source: Tips to write research articles (UOC Library) 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/sites/default/files/tips-to-write-research-papers.pdf
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2.3.1. The peer review process 
 
These are the key elements in the peer-review process: 

 The editors and the referees screen the manuscript: 

o Does the study have an original scientific message? 

o Do the content and topic fit the scope of the journal? 

o Does the paper make a useful contribution to the research field? 

o Is the paper focused and presented in a logical manner, so that the reader will 
understand the authors’ conclusions? 

o Is the language clear? 

o Does the manuscript follow the journal’s instructions for authors? 

 The outcome of the peer review may be: 

o Acceptance of the manuscript without revisions. 

o Acceptance with minor or major revisions. 

o Rejection of the manuscript. 

You will see that different people are involved in different phases. Here you have the 
main types of peer review: 

 

Single-blind The reviewers’ names are not revealed to the authors. 

Double-blind 
Neither the reviewers know the authors’ names, nor the authors know the reviewers’ 
names. 

Open peer 

review 
The reviewers know the authors’ names and tha authors know the reviewers’ 
names. 

You can check this infographic for a visual overview of the entire process: 
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Source: The peer review process (UOC Library) 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/sites/default/files/peerReview_EN.jpg
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More about... 

 
The Global State of Peer Review report has been developed to investigate the state of 
scholarly journal peer review. It provides a complete overview of important 
questions such as: 

1. Who is doing the review? 

2. How efficient is the peer-review process? 

3. What do we know about the peer review's quality? 

4. What does the future hold? 

5.  

 

https://publons.com/static/Publons-Global-State-Of-Peer-Review-2018.pdf
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3. To identify journals with an 
impact factor 

Researchers agree on the importance of publishing their work in a high-impact journal. It 
allows them to reach the scientific community and share and discuss their findings. It is 
also beneficial in terms of professional goals, as having been published reflects 
positively on them when they are evaluated during their university teaching or research 
career. 

Having published in high-impact journals is also helpful when applying for the 
accreditations managed by quality assurance agencies (AQU Catalunya, ANECA, etc) 
or to the internal and external calls for projects from research groups or researchers 
(SGR, MINECO, etc). 

Scientific output is currently assessed according to the journal in which it has been 
published and the citations it has received, so it is very important to understand the main 
bibliometric indicators. These define the level of a journal's or an author's impact and 
include the journal impact factor, h-index, quartile, citationcounts, etc. 

The following are the current leading journal rankings. They are based on the citations 
received by scientific works published in journals: 

 Journal Citation Report (JCR): A private platform that measures the impact and 
influence of academic journals with the help of a combination of metrics and 
indicators like the journal impact factor (JIF) and citation data from the Web of 
Science database (Clarivate Analytics). 

 SCImagoJournal & Country Rank (SJR): A publicly available portal that includes 
journals' scientific indicators based on citation data provided by the Scopusdatabase 
(Elsevier B.V.). 

The previous resources (JCR and SJR) are available if you access authenticated from 

the UOC Library. 

3.1. Benefits to publishing in high-impact 

scientific journals 

First, we should point out some of impact journals’ differentiating traits: 

 International journals in which scientists all over the world publish their work. 

 Journals that receive largeamounts of manuscriptsand have a high rejection rate. 

 Journals that subject the manuscripts to peer-review processes carried out by the 
best referees in the field. 

 Journals that publish the best scientific papers in the field, which tend to be the most 
cited articles. 

 Journals that have a higher impact factor, the first and second quartile (Q1/Q2). 

 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/resource/isi-jcr-journal-citation-reports
https://www.scimagojr.com/
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So, why publish in a high impact journal? + 

1. Meet the quality criteria established for scientific publications by quality 

assurance agencies’ research committees. 

2. Increase the chances of making your research more visible in your field. 

3. Attract more funds and resources. 

3.2. Bibliometric indicators 

Bibliometry: What is it? 

 
It quantitatively analyses scientific literature, mainly by taking into account the 
amount of publications and citations received. The bibliometry serves to obtain 
performance indicators by looking at the impact of research (from an article, a 
researcher, a group, an institution...). 

Many research fields use bibliometric methods to explore the impact of 
their field, the impact of a set of researchers, the impact of a particular 
paper, or to identify particularly impactful papers within a specific field 
of research. (Wikipedia, 2019) 

Useful for… 

 Discovering the most convenient journals in which to publish. 

 Evaluating the performance of individual researchers. 

 Networking and collaboration mapping: locates the most important researchers in 
a field or potential collaborators. 

 Citation analysis, scientific impact, research assessment. 

  Investigating research trends in different areas. 

 

If you want to know more, a good place to start is the guide Research Impact and 
Metrics: Journal metrics (University of Pittsburgh). 

 

 
  

https://pitt.libguides.com/bibliometricIndicators/JournalMetrics
https://pitt.libguides.com/bibliometricIndicators/JournalMetrics


             

Where to publish - How to identify potential journals  PID_00276140  page 19 

 

3.2.1. Main Journal-level metrics by source 
 

Web of Science-

based journal 

indicators 

 Journal impact factor or JIF (Journal Citation Reports, JCR): this is the 

average number of times a journal's citable articles (originals and reviews), 
published in the past two years, have been cited in the JCR year. Reflects the 
level of influence that a scientific journal has in a given year and field. 

 Immediacy index: this is the average number of times an article is cited in the 

year it is published. It indicates how quickly articles in a journal are cited and is 
calculated by dividing the number of citations to articles published in a given 
year by the number of articles published in that year. 

 Eigenfactor: this measures the importance of scholarly journals within the 

scientific community. It is a metric that rates journals on the basis of citations but 
gives higher weight to those citations coming from more influential journals. 
Eigenfactor assigns journals to a single category and self-citations are not 
included. JCR and org both provide this indicator. 

 Quartile: if the list of journals in the same subject category, arranged from 

highest to lowest impact factor, is divided into four equal parts, each of these 
parts is a quartile. The journals with the highest impact factor (IF) are in the first 
quartile. 
Q1 denotes the top 25% of the IF distribution, Q2 denotes a middle-high position 
(25-50%), Q3 a middle-low position (50-75%), and Q4 the lowest position 
(bottom 25% of the IF distribution). The JCR and SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) 
both provide this indicator. 

Scopus-based 
journal 

indicators 

 SCImago Journal Rank (SJR): average number of weighted citations received 

in the selected year by the citable documents (articles, reviews, short surveys 
and conference papers) published in the selected journal in the three previous 
years. This indicator evaluates the impact of a publication by combining the 
number of citations received with the influence of the publications that cite it. 

 Source Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP): measures contextual citation 

impact by weighting citations based on the total number of citations in a subject 
field. As a field-normalized metric, SNIP offers the possibility of comparing 
journals from different subject areas. 

 CiteScore: measures average citations received per document published in the 

last three years. All types of documents are citable. 

 Quartile: if the list of journals in the same subject category, arranged from 

highest to lowest impact factor, is divided into four equal parts, each of these 
parts is a quartile. The journals with the highest impact factor (IF) are in the first 
quartile. 
Q1 denotes the top 25% of the IF distribution, Q2 denotes a middle-high position 
(25-50%), Q3 a middle-low position (50-75%), and Q4 the lowest position 
(bottom 25% of the IF distribution). The JCR and SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) 
both provide this indicator. 

 

3.2.2. H-index: an Author-level metric 
 

 

"The h-index measures the scientific productivity of scientist 

according to the number of articles they publish and the number of 

citations (citation impact) that their articles receive from the scientific 

community in their field or research (Wikipedia, 2019)."  

 

http://www.eigenfactor.org/projects.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H-index
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Therefore, a scientist has a specific h-index if they have published h works with at least 

h citations each. This figure gives a UOC researcher’s h-index in Google Scholar as an 

example. 

Source: H-Index of the researcher David Masip (Google Scholar) 

Have a look to the following tutorial about H Index in Wos, Scopus and Google Scholar. 

This presentation  is available at the O2 repository:  

http://hdl.handle.net/10609/115126 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=eHOqwS8AAAAJ&hl=ca
http://hdl.handle.net/10609/115126
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3.3. Journals quality indexes: How to 

identify IF leading journals 

3.3.1. Impact Factor: What is it? Why use it? 

The impact factor (IF) is frequently used as an indicator of the importance of a journal to 

its field (Garfield, 2006). The IF of a journal is not associated to the factors like quality of 

peer review process and quality of content of the journal, but is a measure that reflects 

the average number of citations to articles published in journals, books, etc. (Sharma, 

Sarin, Gupta, Sachdeva & Desai, 2014). 

Journal Impact Factor (JIF) calculation: the calculation is based on a two-year 

period, dividing the number of times articles were cited by the number of articles that 

are citable. Formula for calculating the 2018 Impact Factor of a journal (Example: 

Journal “Comunicar”, ISSN 1887-0198,1988-3293): 

The Journal Impact Factor (JIF), determined by Clarivate Analytics, is currently the 

most established and widely used bibliometric indicator at journal level. 

 

Source: Journal Impact Factor Calculation 2018 (Clarivate Analytics) 

 

Scientific output is commonly evaluated by quality assurance agencies’ research 
committees according to the journal in which the scientific article was published and the 
citations that this has received. 

The following are the two most widely used tools for identifying impact journals 
worldwide in your field of research. 

 

https://www.revistacomunicar.com/index.php?&idioma=en
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3.3.2. Tools to Measure Journal Impact Factor 
 

1) Journal Citation Reports (JCR) - Web of Science 

Journal Citation Reports (JCR) is a database linked to the Web of Science (Clarivate 
Analytics), which is updated every year. This database provides the Impact Factor of 
journals, which is the way of assessing the impact and relevance of the leading scientific 
journals in the field of Sciences and social sciences (Arts and Humanities are excluded). 

Therefore, Journal Citation Reports offers a systematic, objective means to critically 
evaluate the world's leading journals -indexed in Web of Science-, with quantifiable, 
statistical information based on citation data. It is an international journal’s ranking using 
the Impact Factor rating to measure the influence and impact of a journal within a 
subject category. 

 

 

Using Journal Citation Reports 

There are three basic ways to view journals ranked within a category. From the Journal 
Citation Reports homepage: 

Rank Journals in 
a category 

Use the Browse by Journal button to filter a list of journals by a specific category 
name. 

 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/resource/isi-jcr-journal-citation-reports
http://wokinfo.com/essays/impact-factor/
http://clarivate.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=42970375
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Browse by 
journal 

Use the Browse by Category button to begin with a known category and click 
through to journals within each. 

 

Journal’s 

profile page 

Begin with a known journal ans navegate to the category from the journal’s profile 
page.  

Journal’s profile page of ʺComunicarʺ (ISSN 1887.0198, 1988-3293) 

 Journal information: ISSN, Publisher, subject category, languages, Publication 
frequency and Open Access, Journal Impact Factor.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.revistacomunicar.com/index.php?&idioma=en
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Journal’s 

profile page 

 Key indicators based on citations received: Impact Factor, Immediacy Index, 
citable items, Cited Half-Life, Eigenfactor, Average  JIF percentile, etc.  

***You can check the glossary. 

 

 

 

 Rank: Rank, Quartile and JIF percentile by subject category and JCR year 

 

2) SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) - Scopus - SJR indicator 

The SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) is a compilation of indicators on scientific journals 
obtained from the Scopus bibliographic database (1999-). These indicators are also 
used to assess and analyse the impact and quality of scientific publications. 

SJR also provides other comparative tools and enables the retrieval of graphs and 
tables that illustrate the situation of a journal, a country or a specifics cientific discipline 
issituated. 

 

https://www.scimagojr.com/
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SJR indicator: this is a measure of scholarly journals’ scientific influence that 
takes into account both the number of citations received by a journal and the 
importance or prestige of the journals from which the citations are taken. 

The SJR indicator is a complex algorithm that considers: 

 Average number of weighted citations received in the selected year by 
documents published in the selected journal in the three previous years. 

 Self-citations are not counted. 

Not all citations weight the same: it depends on the journal centrality value 

(prestige). 

 

Using SCImago Journal Rank 

To use SCImago Journal Rank, were commend you follow the steps below: 

Searching 

Open SCImago Journal Rank and select Journal Search to find a specific journal 

by journal title, ISSN or publisher. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.scimagojr.com/SCImagoJournalRank.pdf
https://www.scimagojr.com/help.php
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Browsing 

Select Journal Rankings to filter and rank journals. 

 

 
Then you can click on the journal title to see journal information: country, subject 
area, quartile, SJR Impact, data, etc. You can also download data in a csv format 
file. 

 

 
 
Have a look to the following tutorial about SCImago Journal Rank. How to find 
quality indicators (Scopus). 

 

This presentation  is available at the O2 repository: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10609/115127 

http://hdl.handle.net/10609/115127


             

Where to publish - How to identify potential journals  PID_00276140  page 27 

 

 

More about... 

You cand find out about the basics of JCR from the Clarivate Analyrics 
LibGuides. 

To use SCImago Journal Rank, visit the SCImago help websiteScimag. 

 

https://clarivate.libguides.com/jcr
https://www.scimagojr.com/help.php
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4. To identify journals beyond 
impact factor 

One of the problems with the journal impact factor is that it assesses the journal's 
impact, not a scientific article's quality (journal-based metric). 

There is increasing debate about this issue within the academic community, with many 
encouraging that we find other alternative, responsible indicators to assess research 
output quality based on an article's content, not on the average citations received by a 
journal. Since the so-called Leiden Manifesto and the open science paradigm require 
new sources and indicators for the measurement of research performance, there should 
be the option for relative rather than absolute indicators and insist upon 
contextualization; in regards to production methods and impact and also the use of 
various qualitative determinants (personal, institutional, disciplinary, etc). (Aguillo, 2019) 

Moreover, many journals are not listed in JCR or SJR due to the discipline (Arts and 
Humanities and Law, for example), the age of the journals, language, regional or local 
studies, or other factors. 

 
Movements like the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment 
(DORA) wants to change the way that performance research  is evaluated by 
universities and funding agencies. 
Some of DORA's main goals are: 

 the need to eliminate the use of journal-based metrics, such as journal 

impact factors, in matters of funding, appointment, and promotion; 

 the need to assess research on its own merits rather than on the journal in 

which the research is published; and 

 the need to capitalize on the opportunities provided by online publication 

(such as relaxing unnecessary limits on the number of words, figures and 

references in articles, and exploring new indicators of significance and 

impact). 

 

Take a look at "The Metric Tide", a report from an independentreview of the role of 

metrics in research assessment and management. 

 

" We arecommitted to open knowledge as a key element in 

approaching the global challenges facing us as a society, which are set 

out in the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development". 

“This is why we subscribe to the DORA Declaration, to reaffirm our 

commitment to the transformation of research assessment towards 

more qualitative, transparent, just and inclusive formulas”. 

(Pastora Martínez Samper, the UOC's Vice President for Globalization 

and Cooperation (13/05/2019). The UOC signs the San Francisco 

Declaration to encourage changes in research assessment.)" 

http://www.leidenmanifesto.org/
https://sfdora.org/
https://responsiblemetrics.org/the-metric-tide/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://www.uoc.edu/portal/en/news/actualitat/2019/120-dora.html
https://www.uoc.edu/portal/en/news/actualitat/2019/120-dora.html
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In the Publication Support section, the UOC Library provides extended information and 

resources on other bibliometric indicators (at national and international level) for 

publications, both in terms of evaluation of scientific journals and book quality 

assessment. 

4.1. Beyond Impact Factor: Other 

bibliometric indexes at journal-level 

Beyond the main impact indices provided by Journal Citation Reports and SCImago 
Journal Rank, there are other national and international indices that also measures 
cientific journals' influence and quality. 

4.1.1. International Bibliometric indexes 
 

These are the leading international bibliometric indexes, with journals’ indicators and 

level of classification and their temporal, geographical and thematic scope. 

ERIH-Plus 

European Reference Index for Humanities (ERIH Plus) is an index for evaluating 
European journals in the humanities and social sciences. 

The main objective of ERIH Plus is to improve the global visibility of high-quality 
research in the humanities and social sciences published in academic journals in 
various European languages in Europe. 

Index evaluating European journals in the humanities and social sciences. The main 
objective of ERIH PLUS is to improve the global visibility of high-quality research in 
the humanities and social sciences published in academic journals in various 
European languages in Europe. 

 

CiteScore 
Metrics - Scopus 

Find a source and view associated metrics. Use qualitative as well as quantitative 
metrics when presenting your research impact. Always use more than one 
quantitative metric. Learn more about CiteScore. 

 

Latindex 

Compiles and disseminates the scientific journals produced in Latin America, the 
Caribbean, Spain and Portugal. For each journal, it establishes a rating based on 
formal criteria met by the journals evaluated. 

It tells us whether the journal is focused more on scientific research, scientific and 
cultural dissemination or the professional/technical angle. 

 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/research/publication-support
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14194/supporthub/scopus/#citescoreRank
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/
https://www.scopus.com/sources
https://www.latindex.org/latindex/inicio
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4.1.2. National Bibliometric indexes 
 
These are the leading bibliometric indexes used to evaluate international and national 

journals in Spain, especially in the field of social sciences and humanities. Theyprovide 

the journals’ indicators and classification system, as well as their temporal, geographical 

and thematic scope. 

CARHUS Plus 

System for evaluating scientific journals in the social sciences and humanities. 

It classifies journals by category, rating quality on a scale from best to worst. 

Category A: high-quality journal 

Category B, C: medium-quality journal 

Category D: low-quality journal 

 

MIAR – 
Information 
matrix for 
evaluating 
journals 

System for quantitatively measuring the visibility of periodical publications in social 
and humans ciences (2008-present). 

Depending on the journal’s dissemination in the various national and international 
databases, a dissemination index, known as the ICDS, is extracted. 

 

CIRC – 

Clasificación 

integada de 

revistas 

científicas 

Classification of scientific journals in social and human sciences according to their 
quality. The quality-based categories for journals are: 

Group of Excellence (gEX): journals of a major scientific level, positioned in the first 
quartiles of the international rankings.  

Group A (gA): high-level scientific journals. 

Group B (gB): quality Spanish scientific journals without international recognition, 
and international with a lower prestige. 

Group C (gC): second-flight Spanish scientific journals, rarely cited, and 
international journals of lesser relevance. 

Group D (gD): journals of dubious scientific standing. 

 

Journals 

accredited by 

the FECYT 

FECYT system of evaluation for a selection of academic journals in the humanities. 
Classification of journals by categories according to their quality: 
Category A: high-quality journal. 
Category B: medium-quality journal. 

Category C: low-quality journal. 

 

 

  

http://agaur.gencat.cat/en/avaluacio/carhus/index.html
http://miar.ub.edu/idioma/en
https://www.clasificacioncirc.es/
https://calidadrevistas.fecyt.es/


             

Where to publish - How to identify potential journals  PID_00276140  page 31 

 

4.1.3. Quality criteria to assess scientific journals 
 
Regarding scientific journals, qualitative aspects such as the following (drawn from 

Latindex) are taken into account: 

Criteria referring to the informative quality of the journal as a means of scientific communication 

1. Identification of the members of the editorial board and scientific committee. 

2. Detailed instructions for the authors. 

3. Information on the process of evaluation and selection of manuscripts used by the journal, 
editorial board or selection committee, including, for example, the criteria, procedure and 
revision plan of the reviewers or judges. The indicators collected in the SPI database can be 
taken as a reference. 

4. Translation of the summary, titles of articles, keywords and abstracts in English, in the case of 
journals and conference proceedings. 

Criteria for thequality of the editorial process 

1. Periodicity of the journals and regularity and homogeneity of the editorial line in the case of 
book publishers. 

2. Anonymity in the review of manuscripts. 

3. Motivated communication of the editorial decision; for example, notice from the journal editorial 
board or selection committee on the decision that includes the reasons for the acceptance, 
revision or refusal of the manuscript, as well as the original opinions issued by external experts. 

4. Advisory board, formed by professionals and researchers of recognized solvency, without 
institutional links with the journal or publisher, who shape the journal’s editorial policy and 
submit it to evaluation and audit. 

4.2. Books and research monographies 

In certain areas such as arts and humanities or law, for example, where scientific 
communication is not so much focused on the publication of scientific articles as on 
monographs, in order to be able to evaluate the quality of the publications we must go 
beyond the impact factor. These types of publications are therefore not represented by 
JCR or SJR. 

In research accreditation calls (AQU Catalunya, ANECA), the quality of books and book 
chapters are assessed in terms of: 

 Citations 

o Citations received by other scientific works in bibliographical databases such as 
Web of Science or Scopus and in Google Scholar, among others. 

 Prestige of the Publisher 

o SPI-Scholarly Publisher Indicators: ranking of publishers in the humanities and 
social sciences based on experts’ opinion. 

o ISI Master Book List: freely available list of the works indexed on the ISI Book 
Citation Index. Search for a book title, series title, ISBN or publisher. 

 Book reviews 

http://ilia.cchs.csic.es/SPI/rankingsEn.html
http://wokinfo.com/mbl/
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o Book Reviews in scientific journals: Check the databases in the UOC’s digital 
collection that index book reviews. 

 Translations 

o Index Translationum: international repository of translated books in all fields of 
knowledge produced by UNESCO. 

 

More about… 

For more information on the resources regarding the quality criteria, take a 
look at the Library's website: Book Assessment 
(http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/book-assessment).  

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/book-reviews-scientific-journals
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/es/ev.php-URL_ID=7810&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/book-assessment
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5. Open access publishing 

5.1. AO Benefits and publishing strategies 

Should also consider the open access benefits and the different publishing strategies 

and licences. In fact, open access may even be a requirement if the research was 

publicly funded. Therefore, knowing how to identify open-access journals and where to 

publish a copy of your article (preprint, postprint or published version) is very important. 

Equally critical is finding out about the editorial and open-access policies of journals 

where you would like to publish. Journal publishers normally acquire the copyright to 

scholarly articles through a publication agreement with the author. 

 

More about… 

You can also check the detailed learning material about Open Access (OA), 
elaborated by the UOC Library for a course (Santos-Hermosa; Boixadera Ibern, 
2019). There you have more information about what is OA and its current 
research framework, Open Access publishing, Open data and researchers attitudes 
towards OA.  

 
 

5.1.1. Open access benefits 
 
The open access (OA) movement is the outcome of the electronic publishing facilities 
and Internet. This movement advocates permanent, free access, without restrictions 
imposed by certain exploitation rights, to scientific, academic and educational contents 
with the goal of fostering their accessibility and impact for the benefit of science and 
society. 

The Open access benefits are the following: 

 Increased visibility of scientific literature. 

 Increased impact of publications: increase in citations of authors and publications. 

 Perpetual access to documents. 

 Easy retrieval of contents published in open access. 

 Guaranteed preservation of research results. 

 Increased visibility of institutions. 

 

An example, have a look to this video about the O2 repository UOC. 

http://hdl.handle.net/10609/101366
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBjwclvg5_8
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Source: Benefits of Open Access (Australasian Open Access Strategy Group) 

  

https://aoasg.org.au/resources/benefits-of-open-access/
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5.1.2. Open access publishing strategies 
 

Self-archiving: 
green route 

Self-archiving in institutional repositories, such as the O2 Repository UOC, or in 
thematic repositories, enables the following: 

 Publication of a copy of the articles (published and reviewed). 

 Publication of the version sent (preprint), accepted (postprint) or published 
(publisher's PDF). 

 Access to publications with the possibility of free access, embargoed access or 
restricted access. 

In the case of scientific publications, you must consult the self-archiving policies of 
the publishers where you have published your works. First, you should check the 
journal’s website to look for the Editorial policy or Author Rights sections. otherwise, 
you will find two very useful resources in the Publication Support section of the UOC 
Library: 

 Internacional (SHERPA/RoMEO, Héloïse): Copyright policies and self-
archiving of international publishers. 

 
 Spanish (Dulcinea): Copyright and self-archiving conditions of national 

scientific journals. 

You can also have a look to: 

 Video “Manage your copyright” (5min) from Dr. Kenneth Crews, Columbia 
University 

 Open Access at the UOC 

Open-access 
journals: gold 

route 

The gold route consists of publishing in journals that do not charge any subscription 
fee for access to the articles, but which have business models that enable them to 
cover their publishing expenses (for example: an author pays to publish in open 
access). 

Hybrid model 
With the hybrid model, the journals publish the articles with immediate open access 
after the author or institution owning the articles has paid a fee to finance access. 

 

Regarding the OA publication charges, the article processing charges (APCs) is a fee 
which is sometimes charged to authors to make a work available open access in either 
an open access journal or hybrid journal. This fee was created as one way for a 
publisher to meet author or funder demand for open access and at the same time 
generate the income required to cover publishing costs. APC is usually paid by an 
author's institution or research funder rather than by the author themselves. However, 
an article processing charge does not guarantee that the author retains the copyright to 
the work, or that it will be made available under a Creative Commons license. 

Currently, the most recent trend is the increase in APC levels. This has some financial 
implications, since both general APC spending is increasing, as are APC prices; But the 
gap between hybrid and OA journals is narrowing. And although the subscription costs 
are also increasing, the APCs represent a sharply rising proportion of all expenditure on 
journals. 

  

http://openaccess.uoc.edu/webapps/o2/?locale=en
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/resource/heloise
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/resource/dulcinea
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnrs7CECFjM
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/open-access-uoc
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 + 

In order to better understand the publishing business around the journals, we 
recommend you check the following information: 
 

 The report "Monitoring the Transition to Open Access: A Case Study of 

the UK", with the results of an OA study conducted by Professor Stephen 

Pinfield in the United Kingdom. 

 The video Paywall: The Business of Scholarship (vídeo). 

 The resource Unpaywall, a non-profit building tool to help make scholarly 

research more open, accessible and reusable. It consists of a database 

that includes a list of almost 20 million freely available scholarly articles. 

When using it, it is recommended that you use a Chrome extension. Learn 

more about it by reading this recent Nature article, "How Unpaywall is 

transforming open science". 

 

5.1.3. Open access licenses 
 
Among open-access dissemination licenses, the most commonly used are the Creative 
Commons licenses, which allow changes to be made to the terms and conditions of use 
of a work to make it available to the public under a more or less open regime. It does not 
replace copyright but rather uses it as a legal starting point. 

Creative Commons licenses are useful for authors wishing to make their works or 
services available to the public in a (more or less) open system. They represent a mid-
point between the "all rights reserved" of copyright and the "no right reserved" of the 
public domain, entailing instead "some rights reserved". All rights not expressly granted 
by the license are reserved. Despite the extent of the terms of the license, the licensor 
(who may be the author or a third-party rights holder) reserves the right to disseminate 
the work under different conditions than those of the general license, or they may with 
draw it at any time. 

  

https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2017/monitoring-transition-open-access-2017.pdf
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2017/monitoring-transition-open-access-2017.pdf
https://paywallthemovie.com/
https://unpaywall.org/
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05968-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05968-3
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/services/what-are-open-access-licenses
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/resources/works-and-authors-rights
https://creativecommons.org/
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Creative Commons (CC) License types 

Source: Enabling Open Access. Reuse of Article Versions (UOC Library) 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/sites/default/files/article-versions-and-licenses.pdf
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For more information about Creative Commons licenses, youcan have a look to 
the FAQs CC website. 
 

5.2. Find out about the copyright licence 
 
As the author, it is important to know what type of licence you sign with the publishers 
with regard to the copyright. This is important because it affects any subsequent use of 
the article. 

As authors, when a contract is signed with a publishing company, often the work's 
exploitation rights (reproduction and distribution) are often assigned exclusively to the 
publisher. It is what is known as copyright transfer and implies that authors cannot 
disseminate the work on any other channel without the publisher's permission. 

This infographic shows the main aspects to bear in mind.  

https://creativecommons.org/faq/
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Source: Indiana University of Pennsylvania Library 

  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/easel.ly/all_easels/59635/Author_Rights/image.jpg
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 + 

To preserve your rights to use and exploit your publications and so that you 

can copy them, distribute them and make derivative works, you can use 

various addenda or contract templates: 

 

 Scholar’s Copyright Addendum Engine from Science Commons 

 SPARC Author Addendum 

 

Finally, have a look to the publishing process in the UOC’s institutional repository, O2. 

5.3. To indentify OA journals 

You can identify open-access journals through different sources. One of the most 
popular is the DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals), a community-curated list of 
open access journals. This is an interesting resource which aims to increase the visibility 
and ease of use of open-access scientific and scholarly journals, there by promoting 
their increased usage and impact. It covers all such journals that use a quality control 
system to guarantee the content. In short, itis a one-stop shop for users of open-access 
journals. 

 

You can also display only open-access journals by applying an OA filter in JCR and 

Scimago databases. When you do this, an image of an open padlock  appears next to 
the journal’s names indicating these are open access journals. Please, you check the 
OA filtering options available from the Scimago help website and InCites JCR Reports 
help. 

 

https://labs.creativecommons.org/scholars/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights/brochure-html/
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/en/services/publish-institutional-repository-o2
https://doaj.org/
https://www.scimagojr.com/help.php#rank_journals
http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/jcrJournalHomePage/jcrJournalHomeFilters.html
http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/jcrJournalHomePage/jcrJournalHomeFilters.html
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